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Sanitary  Inspectors,  1940. 


Districts. 

Abingdon  Urban ... 

Abingdon  Rural  ... 

Bradfield  Rural  ... 

Hungerford  Rural 

Newbury  Urban  ... 
Newbury  Rural  ... 

Wallingford  Urban 

Wallingford  Rural 

Wantage  Urban  ... 

Wantage  Rural  ... 


Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Gifford  Saffin,  Council  Offices,  The  Abbey  House 
Abingdon.  (Telephone  5.) 

T.  E.  Upton,  60,  Bath  Street,  Abingdon. 

(Telephone  361.) 

T.  Harold  Windle,  Town  Ilall  Chambers,  Blagrave  St. 
"Reading.  (Telephone  2293.) 

W.  S.  Raine,  High  Street,  Hungerford. 

(Telephone  29.) 

J.  Hague,  Town  Hall,  Newbury.  (Telephone  109.) 

Edwin  G.  Hampshire,  Phoenix  House,  Bartholomew  St. r 
Newbury.  (Telephone  174.) 

C.  J.  Flooks,  Town  Hall,  Wallingford. 

(Telephone  2155.) 

C.  J.  Gayfer,  1  Church  Lane,  Wallingford. 

(Telephone  3251.) 

H.  Vivian  James,  Town  Hall,  Wantage. 

(Telephone  240.) 

H.  Shepherd,  Rural  District  Council  Offices,  Belmont,. 
Wantage.  (Telephone  211.) 


TO  THE  JOINT  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  WEST  BERKS 

UNITED  DISTRICTS. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1939. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  as  given  in  Circular  2067,  of  the  19th  July,  1940, 
this  is  an  interim  report  and  is  mainly  “  confined  to  essential 
and  urgent  matters  which  have  affected  the  public  health  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.” 

Full  records  will  be  preserved,  and  from  these  it  will  be 
possible  at  some  future  date  to  compile  what  additional  in¬ 
formation  may  be  required. 

So  far  as  can  be  ascertained  from  available  information, 
the  effect  of  the  war  upon  the  public  health  was  practically 
negligible  in  these  districts.  Evacuation  from  London  was  not 
accompanied  with  the  introduction  of  infectious  diseases,  as 
had  been  expected,  nor  did  the  contagious  diseases  from  which 
a  small  proportion  of  the  evacuated  children  suffered  spread 
to  the  normal  inhabitants  to  any  appreciable  extent. 

Notified  cases  of  infectious  disease  amongst  troops  station¬ 
ed  in  the  districts  were  few  in  comparison  with  the  numbers 
involved. 

The  less  obvious  effects  of  the  war  upon  the  public  health, 
such  as  nervous  and  mental  disturbances,  are  not  capable  of 
being  estimated. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  SISAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Bank  Chambers, 

Cross  Street, 

Reading. 

July,  1940. 


WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS. 


THE  WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS  consist  of 
the  Urban  Districts  of  Abingdon,  Newbury,  Wallingford  and 
Wantage,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Abingdon,  Bradfield,  Hun-, 
gerford,  Newbury,  Wallingford  and  Wantage.  Under  the 
West  Berks  United  Districts  (Medical  Officer  of  Health)  Order, 
1910,  which  came  into  operation  on  January  1st,  1911,  the  ten 
districts  were  united  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  a  joint 
medical  officer  of  health. 

AREA  AND  POPULATION.  The  total  area  remains 
unchanged  at  284,543  acres.  The  estimates  of  populations, 
which  totalled  104,488  in  1938,  are  not  yet  available. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. — As  the  estimated  populations  and 
the  corrected  numbers  of  births  have  not  yet  been  supplied,  the 
general  death-rates  and  certain  special  death-rates,  which  are 
based  upon  the  former,  and  the  rates  of  infantile  mortality, 
which  are  based  upon  the  latter,  cannot  be  calculated. 


The  following  table  gives  the  corrected  total  number  of 
deaths  and  number  of  infant  deaths  for  each  district.  The 
annual  averages  for  the  preceding  three  years  are  inserted  for 
purposes  of  rough  comparison. 


WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS. 
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District. 

Corrected 
No.  of 
Deaths 
1939 

Annual 
average  for 
the  3  years 
1936-1938 

No.  of 
Infant 
Deaths 
1939 

Annual 
average  for 
the  3  years 
1936-1938 

Abingdon  Urban 

90 

96 

2 

3  0 

Newbury  ,, 

177 

198 

6 

8-0 

Wallingford  ,, 

48 

32 

3 

1-3 

Wantage  ,, 

58 

59 

2 

3-3 

Abingdon  Rural 

175 

141 

13 

11*0 

Bradfield  ,, 

180 

163 

10 

6-6 

Hungerford  ,, 

123 

108 

6 

40 

Newbury  ,, 

148 

126 

4 

4  3 

Wallingford  ,, 

136 

104 

12 

10-7 

Wantage  ,, 

123 

142 

5 

6-7 

W.  Berks  United  Districts 

1,258 

1,173 

63 

58 

The  combined  general  death-rate  of  the  ten  districts  for 
the  three  years,  1936 — 1938,  was  11.4  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population, while  the  combined  rate  of  infantile  mortality  was 
at  the  low  figure  of  38  infant  deaths  per  1,000  of  the  total  live 
births. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. — Live  deaths  were  register¬ 
ed  during  the  year  as  having  resulted  from  diseases  and 
accidents  of  pregnancy  and  parturition.  Two  of  the  deaths 
were  due  to  puerperal  sepsis  and  the  remaining  three  to  other 
causes.  Each  of  these  numbers  is  slightly  below  the  combined 
averages  for  the  preceding  three  years. 

DEATHS  EROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES.— Deaths  from 
the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases  totalled  five — an  exception¬ 
ally  low  number.  One  death  was  due  to  Diphtheria,  one  to 
Whooping  Cough  and  three  to  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 
2  years  of  age). 


PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— The 
following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  in  each  district  during  1939. 
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WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS. 


District. 

! 

Disease. 

Abingdon  Urban. 

Newbury  Urban. 

Wallingford  Urban. 

Wantage  Urban. 

Abingdon  Rural. 

Bradfield  Rural. 

Hungerford  Rural. 

Newbury  Rural. 

Wallingford  Rural. 

Wantage  Rural. 

Total :  West  Berks 

United  Districts.  ' 

Smallpox 

... 

Diphtheria 

... 

... 

1 

... 

7 

2 

... 

2 

26 

2 

40 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

32 

1 

14 

34 

9 

12 

21 

2 

23 

161 

Erysipelas 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

2 

3 

... 

1 

6 

3 

1 

5 

9 

3 

33 

Paratyphoid)... 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  •  • 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

.  .  . 

I 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

9 

— 

3 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

3 

1 

2 

•  •  . 

1 

14 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

,  .  . 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .  , 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

.  •  • 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

-  .  • 

.  .  . 

... 

.  •  * 

... 

.  •  • 

.  •  • 

.  . . 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Acute  Encephalitis 

... 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

J_ 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

Lethargica... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

•  •  . 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

...  \ 

Malaria 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  1  • 

1 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

Dysentery 

Acute  Primary 

... 

... 

... 

... 

20 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

20 

Pneumonia... 
Acute  Influenzal 

4 

5 

6 

... 

12 

24 

... 

6 

8 

2 

67  1 

Pneumonia... 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

8 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

13  ! 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of 

5 

10 

1 

2 

14 

10 

7 

8 

15 

5 

77  ? 

Tuberculosis... 

7 

8 

0 

1 

3 

3 

0 

5 

5 

1 

33 

Measles 

... 

5 

... 

2 

3 

4 

... 

... 

14 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

2 

17 

... 

10 

2 

2 

36 

Notification  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  was  insti¬ 
tuted  from  the  23rd  October,  1939. 


ABINGDON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
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ABINGDON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

No  important  changes  were  made  in  water  supplies,  or 
systems  of  drainage,  sewerage  and  disposal  of  refuse.  No 
shortage  of  water  was  experienced,  and  regular  bacteriological 
examinations  of  samples  of  water  from  the  sources  of  the 
public  supply  gave  satisfactory  results  in  all  instances. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted-  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

13 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) . . . 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

9 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  (acute)  ... 

4 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
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ABINGDON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


The  notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever  included  one  military 
case.  The  cases  of  this  disease  were  of  mild  character.  The 
case  classed  under  “Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid)” 
was  a  middle-aged  woman  who  had  Paratyphoid  Fever  of  the 
A  type,  as  verified  by  agglutination  tests.  No  source  of  in¬ 
fection  could  be  traced.  Both  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  re¬ 
covered  completely. 

Although  no  case  of  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  was  notified, 
the  death  from  this  disease  of  a  resident  of  the  district  took 
place  in  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford.  The  patient  was  an 
adult  male. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 


Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Non -Respiratory _ 


The  fatal  cases  of  respiratory  Tuberculosis  had  been  duly 
notified. 


ABINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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ABINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

No  shortage  of  water  was  reported  and  no  changes  in 
public  water  supplies  were  made.  Regular  bacteriological 
examinations  of  samples  of  water  from  the  public  supplies  gave 
satisfactory  results  in  all  cases. 

Further  progress  with  the  new  sewage  disposal  works  for 
Eotley  and  Kennington  was  made,  but  the  work  had  not  been 
completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  In  the  meantime  the  tem¬ 
porary  outfall  works  constructed  in  1938  remained  in  use. 
About  75  per  cent,  of  the  houses  in  this  locality  had  been  con¬ 
nected  with  the  sewers  by  the  end  of  1939. 

No  other  important  changes  in  sanitary  services  were  made. 


10 


ABINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infections  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

7 

7 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

34 

32 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid).. . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia... 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  (acute)  ... 

12 

— 

3 

Erysipelas 

6 

2 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

20 

20 

— 

Malaria 

1 

— 

— 

Measles 

2 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

— 

— 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

V  ision 
unimpaired 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths 

At  Home. 

In 

Hospital. 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Military  cases  included  in  the  above  table  consisted  of  one 
of  Scarlet  Fever,  one  of  Malaria  and  two  of  Pneumonia.  The 
case  of  Malaria  was  a  recurrence  of  an  attack  of  the  disease 
contracted  abroad. 

Both  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  were  of  mild  character. 

The  cases  of  Dysentery  were  of  the  Sonne  type,  a  compa¬ 
ratively  mild  form  of  the  disease.  All  of  the  patients  were 


ABINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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children  from  a  London  nursery  school,  who  in  July  were 
spending  a  holiday  at  a  camp  in  the  district.  A  full  report  to 
the  Local  Authority  upon  this  outbreak  was  made  shortly  after 
its  occurrence,  and  copies  of  this  report  were  sent  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Berkshire  County  Council.  It  is, 
therefore,  sufficient  to  state  here  that  the  sanitary  conditions  of 
the  camp  were  good,  the  water  was  from  a  public  supply  and 
no  suspicion  could  be  attached  to  milk  or  other  foods  supplied 
to  the  children.  While  it  is  impossible  to  prove  the  origin  of 
the  outbreak,  the  circumstances  suggested  that  infection  was. 
brought  into  the  camp  by  the  first  child  to  be  taken  ill,  who 
was  presumably  incubating  the  disease  on  arrival  as  illness 
began  about  36  hours  afterwards.  The  children  were  41  in 
number  and  were  accompanied  by  8  adults.  All  cases  were  re¬ 
moved  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  all  recovered  completely. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 


Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory „ 


The  fatal  cases  had  been  duly  notified. 
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BRADFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


BRADFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

No  shortage  of  water  was  reported  during  the  year.  No 
new  public  supplies  were  provided,  but  extensions  of  existing 
supplies  to  serve  68  houses  were  made.  Frequent  bacterio¬ 
logical  examinations  of  samples  of  water  from  the  four  main 
supplies  were  carried  out  and  no  unsatisfactory  results  were 
reported. 

Sewering  of  the  village  of  Stratfield  Mortimer,  which  was 
begun  in  1936,  was  completed  in  1939  and  by  the  end  of  the 
year  133  houses,  or  rather  more  than  40  per  cent,  of  the  total 
within  reasonable  distance  of  the  sewers,  had  been  connected. 

Progress  with  the  sewerage  system  for  the  village  of 
Theale  was  further  delayed  by  circumstances  arising  out  of  the 
war,  and  the  work  had  not  been  completed  by  the  end  of  the 
year. 

No  other  important  changes  in  sanitary  services  were  made. 


BRADFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

6 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) ... 

_ 

Aeute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

3 

2# 

— 

Pneumonia  (acute)  ... 

32 

— 

0 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

17 

— 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

*  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading. 


The  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  were  of  mild 
type. 


All  three  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ended  in  apparently 
complete  recovery. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory .  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory „ 


0  —  1 

1  —  5 

5  —  10 

10  —  15 

15  —  20 

20  —  25 

25  —  35 

35  —  45 

45  —  55 

55  —  65 

65  and  upwards 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

i 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

... 

Totals 

3 

7 

2 

1 

4 

4 

0 

0 

One  of  the  fatal  cases  had  not  been  notified. 


HUNGERFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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HUNGERFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

No  shortage  of  water  was  reported.  The  scheme  for  the 
provision  of  a  water  supply  for  the  parish  of  Inkpen,  to  which 
reference  was  made  in  the  annual  report  for  1938,  was  com¬ 
pleted  by  June,  1939.  An  extension  of  the  mains  of  the  Lam- 
bourn  Valley  waterworks  was  made  to  serve  the  hamlet  of 
Wickham,  in  Newbury  Rural  District.  Samples  of  water  from 
the  Lambourn  Valley  supply,  the  only  one  controlled  by  the 
Local  Authority,  were  regularly  submitted  to  bacteriological 
examination  and  satisfactory  results  were  given  in  all  cases. 

No  changes  in  systems  of  sewerage  and  disposal  of  refuse 
were  made. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

3 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) ... 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  (acute)  ... 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 * 

— 

Measles 

3 

— 

— 

*  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital. 


HUNGERFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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Scarlet  Fever  was  of  very  mild  type.  Eleven  of  the  twelve 
cases  occurred  in  the  parish  of  Kintbury,  where  some  spread 
of  infection  in  one  of  the  schools  was  suggested  by  the  cir¬ 
cumstances. 

The  person  notified  as  having  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  was 
an  adult  male.  He  was  removed  to  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hos¬ 
pital  and  died  on  the  day  of  admission.  The  symptoms  were 
consistent  with  the  diagnosis,  but  bacteriological  examination 
proved  the  disease  to  be  meningitis  of  streptococcal  origin. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 


Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory . 


The  fatal  case  had  not  been  notified. 
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NEWBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


NEWBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

No  important  changes  in  systems  of  water  supply  and  dis¬ 
posal  of  sewage  and  refuse  were  made,  and  no  shortage  of 
water  was  experienced. 

Samples  of  water  from  the  public  supply  were  regularly 
examined  for  bacterial  content  and  satisfactory  results  were 
obtained  in  all  cases. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over.  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

32 

19 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid).. . 

_ 

___ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia... 

3 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  (acute)  ... 

7 

— 

O 

O 

Erysipelas 

3 

1* 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Measles 

5 

— 

— 

*  Newbury  &  District  Hospital. 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

Vision 

unimpaired 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths 

At  Home. 

In 

Hospital. 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Four  military  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  are  included  in  the 
above  table.  This  disease  was  of  mild  type  generally. 


The  case  of  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  was  a  male,  aged  20, 
who  was  taken  ill  in  January  and  died  in  the  Newbury  District 
Hospital  on  the  fifth  day  of  illness.  No  source  of  infection 
could  be  traced. 

An  additional  case  of  this  disease,  a  male  aged  18,  occurred 
in  March.  The  patient  was  removed  to  the  Royal  Berkshire 
Hospital  for  diagnosis  and  the  case  was  afterwards  notified  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Reading.  Enquiries  at  his 
home  and  amongst  his  usual  associates  failed  to  reveal  any 
source  of  infection.  Recovery  was  complete. 

The  three  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ended  in  complete 

recovery. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory .  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory. 


0  —  1 

1  —  5 

5  —  10 

10  —  15 

15  —  20 

20  —  25 

25  —  35 

35  —  45 

45  —  55 

55  —  65 

65  and  upwards 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

l 

1 

1 

1 

L 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

5 

5 

5 

3 

3 

3 

1 

2 

One  of  the  fatal  cases  of  non-respiratory  Tuberculosis  had 
not  been  notified. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE.— The  attend¬ 
ances  at  the  ante-natal  clinic  were  well  maintained.  Expectant 
mothers  who  attended  numbered  115,  including  14  out  of  a 
total  of  16  expectant  mothers  evacuated  to  the  district. 

The  number  of  children  who  first  attended  at  the  Child 
Welfare  Centre  during  the  year  were  117  under  one  year  of 
age  and  114  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years.  These 
figures  do  not  include  evacuated  children,  of  whom  59  under 
one  year  of  age  and  172  over  one  year  attended  at  sessions 
specially  held  for  them. 

The  Health  Visitors  paid  88  visits  to  31  expectant  mothers, 
1,549  visits  to  223  children  under  one  year  of  age,  and  1,335 
visits  to  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  12  persons  were  registered  as  re¬ 
ceiving  15  children  for  reward.  No  offences  in  connection  with 
these  boarded-out  children  were  discovered. 


NEWBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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NEWBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  only  changes  in  water  supplies  which  were  made  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  consisted  of  the  provision  of  a  public  supply  for 
the  hamlet  of  Wickham  by  extension  of  the  mains  of  the 
Lambourn  Valley  supply,  in  Hungerford  Rural  District,  and 
the  provision  of  a  public  supply  for  the  village  of  Leckhamp- 
stead,  together  with  the  hamlets  of  Thicket  and  Hill  Green, 
by  connection  with  the  waterworks  of  Brightwalton,  in  Wan¬ 
tage  Rural  District. 


Samples  of  water  from  all  public  supplies  to  the  district 
were  submitted  to  regular  bacteriological  examinations  and 
satisfactory  results  were  given  in  all  cases. 

Serious  shortage  of  water  was  experienced  during  the 
autumn  and  winter  in  the  parish  of  Brimpton,  which  is  supplied 
mainly  by  shallow  wells.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Local 
Authority  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  Mid-Wessex 
Water  Company  to  extend  their  supply  to  this  parish  and  also 
to  the  neighbouring  parish  of  Woolhampton,  which  also  is 
supplied  mostly  from  shallow  wells.  The  laying*  of  mains  was 
begun  in  1940. 

The  scheme,  which  was  referred  to  in  the  annual  report  for 
1938,  for  improving  the  sewerage  system  of  the  old  village  of 
Thatcham  and  for  sewering  the  westward  extension  of  the 
village,  which  consists  chiefly  of  recently  built  houses,  was  not 
*  proceeded  with  during  1939. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  conditions  of  domestic 
disposal  of  sewage  in  the  unsewered  westward  extension  be¬ 
came  so  insanitary  that  representations  were  made  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  together  with  an  application  for  sanction 
to  carry  out  this  part  of  the  scheme.  Sanction  was  eventually 
granted  and  the  work  was  begun  in  1940. 

By  agreement  between  the  two  Local  Authorities,  the 
sewers  will  discharge  to  the  outfall  works  belonging  to  New¬ 
bury  Urban  District. 

No  other  important  changes  in  sanitary  services  were 
made. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

21 

9 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid).. . 

. 

_ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

9 

1* 

— 

Pneumonia  (acute)... 

8 

— 

5 

Erysipelas 

5 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

4 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

— 

— 

*  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading. 


Military  cases  included  in  the  above  table  consisted  of  one 
of  Diphtheria  and  four  of  Scarlet  Fever.  Both  Diphtheria  and 
Scarlet  Fever  were  of  mild  type. 
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The  notified  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ended  in  complete 
recovery. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory .  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory. 


0  —  1 

1  —  5 

5  —  10 

10  —  15 

15  —  20 

20  —  25 

25  —  35 

35  —  45 

45  —  55 

55  —  65 

65  and  upwards 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

3 

i 

i 

•  •  • 

i 

1 

•  •  • 

»  •  • 

1 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

*1 

3 

Totals 

6 

2 

3 

2 

0 

2 

3 

0 

One  of  the  fatal  cases  of  non-respiratory  Tuberculosis  had 
not  been  notified. 
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WALLINGFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

No  shortage  of  water  was  reported  during  the  year.  To 
provide  a  supplementary  source  of  public  water  supply  a  new 
well  and  boring  were  sunk  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  water¬ 
works  and  a  good  yield  was  obtained.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
the  foundations  and  part  of  the  superstructure  of  the  water- 
tower,  which  will  carry  a  tank  of  75,000  gallons  capacity,  had 
been  constructed.  Samples  of  the  town  supply  gave  good 
results  on  bacteriological  examination. 

No  other  important  changes  in  sanitary  services  were  made. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)... 

_ 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

1 

1* 

— 

Pneumonia  (acute)  ... 

6 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— — 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

*  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford. 


WALLINGFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
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The  case  of  Diphtheria  was  of  virulent  type  and  death  re¬ 
sulted.  No  local  source  of  infection  could  be  discovered,  but 
the  patient,  a  boy  of  7,  had  visited  a  large  town  a  few  days 
before  the  onset  of  illness  and  may  have  become  infected  there. 
Although  the  disease  was  not  prevalent  in  this  town  at  the  time, 
a  few  cases  had  recently  arisen. 

The  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  is  noteworthy  in  that  it  was  the 
only  instance  in  the  West  Berks  United  Districts  of  an  evac¬ 
uated  child  arriving  in  a  reception  area  while  suffering  from  an 
acute  infectious  disease.  The  case  was  of  mild  type. 

The  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ended  in  apparently  com¬ 
plete  recovery. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Casks.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory .  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory. 


The  fatal  case  had  not  been  notified. 
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WALLINGFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

No  shortage  of  water  was  reported  during  the  year.  The 
rapid  growth  of  Didcot  of  recent  years  has  greatly  increased 
the  use  of  water,  and  apprehension  lest  the  present  source  of 
public  supply  should  prove  inadequate  to  the  demands  has  been 
felt.  A  supplementary  source  was  sought,  and  a  site  recom¬ 
mended  by  a  geologist  was  selected  during  the  year  for  a  new 
boring.  An  application  for  sanction  to  raise  a  loan  for  the 
purpose  of  sinking  a  trial  boring  at  this  site  was  the  subject  of 
a  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  held  in  February.  Sanction  has 
not  yet  been  granted  and  no  further  action  has  yet  been  taken. 

Samples  of  water  from  the  joint  supply  for  the  parishes  of 
Didcot  and  East  and  West  Hagbourne,  and  from  the  supply 
for  the  parish  of  Cholsey,  which  are  the  only  public  water 
supplies  in  the  district,  were  regularly  submitted  to  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  and  satisfactory  results  were  obtained  in 
all  cases. 

With  the  exception  of  extensions  of  existing  sewers  and 
water  mains  to  meet  building  development,  no  changes  in  sani¬ 
tary  services  were  made. 


WALLINGFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

Diphtheria 

26 

17 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) ... 

_ 

_ _ 

_ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  (acute)  ... 

9 

1 

3 

Erysipelas 

9 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

2 

— 

— 

One  military  case  of  Diphtheria  and  one  of  Pneumonia  are 
included  in  the  above  table.  Civilian  cases  of  Diphtheria  were 
limited  to  the  parishes  of  Cholsey  and  Didcot.  In  the  former 
parish  14  of  a  total  of  17  cases  were  either  inmates  or  attend¬ 
ants  of  the  Berkshire  Mental  Hospital,  where  the  disease  kept 
cropping  up  at  intervals  throughout  the  whole  year. 


At  Didcot  a  single  case,  which  was  a  return  case  associated 
with  a  case  notified  in  the  previous  year,  occurred  in  January, 
and  the  parish  remained  free  from  the  disease  until  November 
when  three  cases  arose  and  were  followed  by  four  more  in 
December.  Five  of  the  seven  patients  were  school  children 
and  the  remaining'  two  were  under  school  age.  Two  different 
schools  were  involved,  and  investigations  at  these  schools,  to¬ 
gether  with  swabbing'  of  contacts,  failed  to  reveal  any  sources 
of  infection.  The  cases  were  either  mild  or  of  moderate 
severity,  but  they  proved  to  have  been  precursory  to  consider- 
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able  spread  of  the  disease,  accompanied  with  some  enhancement 
of  virulence,  during  the  first  few  months  of  1940. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 


Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory . 


The  nine  fatal  cases  had  been  duly  notified. 


WANTAGE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
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WANTAGE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

No  shortage  of  water  was  experienced  during  the  year. 

Steps  were  taken  to  safeguard  the  purity  of  one  of  the 
sources  of  the  public  supply,  which  had  been  liable  to  occasional 
pollution  by  surface  water  entering  the  conduit  through  which 
the  water  gravitates  to  the  pumping  station  from  springs  in  an 
escarpment  of  the  chalk.  The  work  consisted  of  raising  the 
road  between  the  conduit  and  the  surface  water  channel  and 
re-constructing  the  latter  in  impervious  blue  brick,  and  appears 
to  have  been  successful  as  samples  of  the  water  have  since  given 
satisfactory  results  on  bacteriological  examination. 

No  important  changes  in  systems  of  drainage,  sewerage 
or  disposal  of  refuse  were  made,  though  extension  of  sewers  to 
serve  a  new  housing  scheme  was  carried  out  and  an  improved 
type  of  collecting-vehicle  for  refuse  was  purchased. 

The  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  the  sewerage  system 
and  the  provision  of  new  sewage  disposal  works,  to  which 
reference  was  made  in  the  annual  reports  for  1937  and  1938* 
is  still  in  abeyance. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Smail-pox 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

hr 

7 

— 

Enteric  F'ever  (including 

Paratyphoid).. . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia... 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  (acute)  ... 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

" 

- - 

Scarlet  Fever  was  mainly  of  mild  type.  Confusion  on  the 
part  of  parents  between  this  disease  and  German  Measles, 
which  was  prevalent  at  the  same  time,  led  to  some  spread  of 
the  more  serious  disease. 

The  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  recovered  completely. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory .  Respiratory.  Non -Respiratory . 


The  fatal  case  had  been  duly  notified. 


WANTAGE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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WANTAGE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  only  reported  shortage  of  water  was  due  to  the  sud¬ 
den  failure,  at  the  end  of  November,  of  the  yield  of  the  boring 
which  furnishes  a  public  supply  to  the  village  of  Harwell.  O11 
withdrawal  of  the  rising  main,  pump  barrel  and  suction  pipe, 
blocking  by  chalk  marl  was  found.  Clearance  of  the  obstruc¬ 
tion  enabled  the  supply  to  be  restored  early  in  1940.  In  the 
meantime  the  village  water-mains  were  linked  up  with  the  bor¬ 
ing  which  supplies  the  aerodrome. 

The  works  for  the  provision  of  a  public  supply  for  the 
contributory  places  of  East  and  West  Hendred,  to  which  refer¬ 
ence  has  been  made  in  previous  annual  reports,  were  completed 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Applications  were  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  during 
the  year  for  sanction  to  raise  loans  to  provide  public  water 
supplies  for  the  contributory  places  of  Beedon,  Fawley  and 
Peasemore,  where  the  existing  supplies  are  derived  in  each  case 
mainly  from  draw-wells  of  considerable  depth  and  situated  at 
inconveniently  long  distances  from  many  of  the  houses  supplied. 
The  water  from  most  of  these  wells  is  polluted.  Local  Inquir¬ 
ies  into  the  applications  were  held  in  August,  but  sanction  has 
not  yet  been  granted. 
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Regular  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  sam¬ 
ples  of  water  from  the  seven  different  sources  of  public  supply, 
and  the  results  were  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  In  the  case, 
however,  of  each  of  two  sources  one  sample  gave  suspicious 
results,  as  in  the  one  instance  3  presumptive  B .  Coli  and  in  the 
other  8  presumptive  B.  Coli  per  100  c.c.  of  water  were  found, 
but  all  subsequent  samples  from  these  two  sources  proved  satis¬ 
factory. 


Chemical  analyses  were  made  of  a  single  sample  from  each 
of  the  seven  sources  and  no  evidences  of  pollution  were  found. 


No  important  changes  were  made  in  systems  of  sewerage, 
sewage  disposal  and  collection  and  disposal  of  domestic  refuse. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

6 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) .. . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  (acute)  ... 

2 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

One  military  case  of  Diphtheria  and  one  of  Scarlet  Fever 
are  included  in  the  above  table.  The  civilian  case  of  Diph¬ 
theria  was  of  mild  character. 


WANTAGE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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Scarlet  Fever  was  mostly  of  very  mild  type.  Some  spread  of 
infection  was  due  to  cases  of  the  disease  having  been  at  first 
regarded  by  parents  as  German  Measles  and  not  medically 
attended  or  properly  isolated  until  after  infection  had  spread 
to  other  persons.  The  latter  disease  was  prevalent  in  one 
parish  or  another  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 

The  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ended  in  complete  recovery.. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 


Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non- Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory . 


The  two  fatal  cases  had  been  duly  notified. 
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